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East of England Development Agency ran
a competition to create a structure to
symbolise the region.

sufficient to support the energy needs
of the surrounding concourse and
peripheral structures.

The windmill was entered into the contest
but beaten by a Bridge of Reeds, set to
cross the A14 near Stow-cum-Quy.
However, funding issues meant the bridge
was never built, but Eastern Millrights
Limited are still hopeful they will find
financial backers for their innovative
sculpture that could stand up to 600ft tall.

“In a world facing the threat of climate
change, it will be seen as a powerful
beacon for sustainability and the vital role
renewable energy has to play in future
energy needs,” say the creators.

“We don’t really know who to approach
for backing,” says father-of-three Laurence,
as we stand admiring the magnificent
stainless steel tubular structure in his Black
Barn Studio in Waresley. “We just want
people to be aware of the fact that the
windmill is available because I know
East Anglia is still looking for some type
of sculpture to represent it,” he says.
As well as being aesthetically pleasing
(Turning Point would have illuminating
elements subtly changing colour
according to the ambient wind
speeds), Laurence and his
co-creators hope the
windmill would also be
able to create energy.
Provisional estimates show
it could generate between
120kw and 150kw,

Having seen his sculptures take pride of
place around the world from ocean liners
sailing the Caribbean to galleries on the
Isle of Skye, Laurence believes that seeing
his windmill erected in East Anglia would
be the icing on the cake.
“It’s the most obvious solution as a
sculpture to represent East Anglia and I’m
not sure why it hasn’t been taken up.
It just needs a kick start,” he smiles.
■ If you would like to find out more about
Turning Point, you can call Laurence
Broderick on 01767 650444.

‘In a world
facing the
threat of climate
change, it will be
seen as a
powerful beacon
for sustainability
and the vital role
renewable
energy has to
play in future
energy needs’

■ If you would like to see the windmill
model and other sculptures by Laurence,
including his famous otters, he is opening
his studios and sculpture garden on
weekends and weekdays, Saturday, May
9th to Sunday, May 17th. The Black Barn
Studio, behind The Forge, Eltisley Road,
Waresley.
Laurence is undecided about the location
for Turning Point and is open to
suggestions.
Visit: www.laurencebroderick.co.uk
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